OPEN RECORDS AND MEETINGS OPINION
2018-0-12

DATE ISSUED: July 2, 2018
ISSUED TO: Kenmare Public School Board

CITIZEN’'S REQUEST FOR OPINION

This office received a request for an opinion under N.D.C.C. § 44-04-21.1 from Donna
Schmit asking whether Kenmare Public School Board violated N.D.C.C. § 44-04-20 by
holding meetings without providing notice.

FACTS PRESENTED

The Kenmare Public School Board (School Board) held a special meeting on
February 27, 2018, regarding the resignation of its superintendent."  School Board
members were notified of the meeting date and time through a group text.? Ms. Donna
Schmit questions whether this special meeting was properly noticed, and also alleges
the School Board holds improper discussions through text messages that result in a
public meeting being held without proper notice.

ISSUES

1. Whether notice of the February 27, 2018, special meeting of the Kenmare Public
School Board complied with N.D.C.C. § 44-04-20.

2. Whether the Kenmare School Board’s use of text messaging triggered open
meetings law.

ANALYSIS
Issue One

School board meetings must be open to the public unless otherwise specifically
provided by law.> A “meeting” is defined as a "formal or informal gathering or a work

! Letter from Doug Miller, Pres., Kenmare School Board, to Office of Att'y Gen. (Apr. 6,
2018), with attached agenda for Feb. 27, 2018, special meeting.

2 Letter from Doug Miller, Pres., Kenmare School Board, to Office of Att'y Gen. (Apr. 6,
2018).

*N.D.C.C. § 44-04-19;: N.D.A.G. 2010-0-11; N.D.A.G. 2005-0-21; N.D.A.G. 2000-0-09;
N.D.A.G. 2000-O-05.






